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GT Insights 
Fall 2018 

News From the Gifted and Talent Program in Manassas City Public Schools 

1st Grade Students 

Our first curriculum unit on animals has been a 

great success as students learn about animals in 

different habitats and discover their needs. 

Students have used Nearpod activities to take 

virtual fieldtrips to zoos and aquariums to 

understand what humans can provide for wild 

animals. Students have read and researched about 

different animals living in swamps, in the ocean, 

and in grasslands.  

Using interactive activities, students have 

discovered how animals’ basic needs are food, 

water, and shelter. Students are beginning to dive 

deeper into their learning to figure out how 

animals are meeting those basic needs in the wild. 

Students have begun to use a coding program 

called Scratch Jr. to design different animal 

habitats and have the animals interact with plants 

and other animals in that shared space.  

 

Some students have coded their animals to hide 

in a shelter from predators. Some students have 

coded their animals to hunt their prey. These 

mini-projects are building up to the students’ 

final projects where they will study an 

endangered animal. Students will figure out 

which basic need of the animal is not being 

successfully met to cause the animal to become 

endangered and brainstorm solutions on how 

humans can help the animals. 

2nd Grade Students 

Our first curriculum unit on magnets has quickly 

become a favorite topic amongst students. 

Students have been learning new vocabulary 

words to describe how and why magnets interact 

with different materials. Students have used 

horseshoe magnets, bar magnets, ring magnets, 

and block magnets to figure out what items are 

attracted to the magnetic field and what items can 

repel against the force.  

 

As students begin to get a better understanding of 

the various magnetic fields and the relationship 

between different items, they will start their final 

project. Students will begin to collect their 

research to form graphs and a report about which 

magnet or magnets are the strongest.  

-Jordan Herbert 
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Developing Independent Researchers at the 3rd & 4th Grade GT Center! 

Independent Research 

During our busy and exciting first quarter, both 

3rd and 4th grade students have had the 

opportunity to either learn the basics or extend 

their independent research skills.  All students are 

studying self-selected topics using a contract 

system.  Third graders were able to choose from 

Aerodynamics, Endangered Species or 

Mathematical Patterns.  Fourth grade students 

selected from the Civil War, Geometric Patterns 

using Pentominoes or Oceans Alive.  While 

focusing on following multiple step directions 

independently, students have been following a 

guided set of tasks known as a “contract.”  Their 

contract moves them through progressively 

deeper levels of exploration and understanding of 

their chosen topic.  Along the way, students 

assemble a wide variety of creative projects such 

as illustrated newspaper articles and 

informational posters to demonstrate their 

learning.  Learning contracts are believed by 

many to be the most important tool for successful 

and positive independent study experiences for 

students. 

Video Conference With An Expert 

In October, our third graders had the wonderful 

opportunity to team up with the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service and the National Eagle and 

Wildlife Property Repository by skyping with 

their education specialist, Sarah Metzer.  During 

the video conference, Sarah taught our students 

about endangered species, poaching, attempts to 

smuggle illegal items made from endangered 

species into the USA, and careers involved in the 

protection of our wildlife.  Students were also 

able to see many amazing artifacts and ask 

questions of their own in real time. 

 

 

Welcome To Schoology 

Schoology is a new learning management system 

now being used in all of our Manassas City 

schools.  This new and innovative system allows 

teachers to create and manage courses and 

activities for specific groups of students. It also 

allows teachers to communicate with student 

groups or individual students about their work. 

For our identified GT students and our GT 

monitor students, I have created both math and 

language arts “courses” for third and fourth 

grades.  The current math activities focus on 

specific strategies to help solve complex word 

problems.  The language arts courses are linked 

to short books recommended by the Library of 

Congress to help develop critical, logical and 

creative thinking skills.  Login directions were 

sent home to all parents via email.  Students are  

encouraged to login and spend about one hour per 

week working on activities either from home or 

from their general education classrooms! 

Kind News 

Again this year our GT classes are receiving free 

subscriptions to Kind News Magazine published 

by Red Rover.  Kind News teaches children the 

importance of treating animals with kindness and 

respect while also including compare/contrast 

challenges to encourage students to think 

critically as they read.   

    -Karen Etherington 

 

Makayla and Jacob warm up for the 
day with a strategic game of Mancala! 
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Happenings At The Intermediate Schools! 

6th Grade 

As Time Tracers, the 6th grade language arts 

students have chosen either World War I or 

World War II to research and then read an 

historical fiction book from that era.  

 

In the 6th grade science unit, students are 

recently graduated medical students who are 

creating a clinic after researching their chosen 

specialty: cardiology, neurology, infectious 

disease, gastroenterology, pulmonology or 

orthopedics.  

 

The 6th grade mathematician students are 

using algebraic problems to solve mazes and 

creating their own mazes for classmates to 

solve  - even a challenging one in a box with a 

marble. 

 
 

 

Baldwin & Mayfield 
 

The 5th and 6th grade GT program at Baldwin 

Intermediate and Mayfield Intermediate had a 

delayed start but is now on its way.  Mrs. 

Melissa Daubert is the long-term substitute this 

year teaching Tuesdays and Thursdays at 

Mayfield and Wednesdays at Baldwin.   
 

5th Grade 
 
The 5th grade language arts students are 

studying folk tales from around the world with 

the goal of being storytellers and writers 

themselves.   
 

 
 

Other 5th grade scientists are studying the 

weather and doing experiments as Weather 

Detectives.  Our “squared away” 5th grade 

mathematicians are focusing on fractions, 

decimals and percentages.  
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Metz Update 

 GT Advanced Research Class 
The students in ARS I started the course learning 

the APPARTS Strategy to reinforce their 

analytical skills that will be necessary in 

analyzing primary and secondary sources for their 

research project.  The class will be creating a 

project for National History Day.  This year’s 

NHD theme is “Triumph & Tragedy in History.”  

Students are exploring topics and beginning the 

research process. Discussions will center around 

their topics, sources and next steps with their 

research.  In the month of November, students 

will begin crafting their thesis statements and 

working on outlines that will guide the direction 

of their research and projects.  Mr. Horhota, 

Program Coordinator of the Manassas Museum, 

is continuing to partner with us this year to 

support our students in the research process for 

National History Day.  Students in ARS II have 

been given the choice to either create a project for 

NHD or for the Science Fair at OHS. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Integrated Humanities 7th  
I am Miss Owens. I have been teaching at Metz 

for four-plus years. I started with college advising 

and teaching in 1999 as I worked on my master's 

in communication after obtaining a bachelor's in 

journalism (minoring in English for both 

degrees). I have taught high school English in 

Texas, ESL at the Islamic Saudi Academy, and 

currently teach communication courses for 

NOVA each semester.  We've been reading 

articles about cultures, such as stories that helped 

improve depression care for women in the 1900s.  
 

We also watched a documentary, "On the Way 

to School," for which each student chose a 

young person from Kenya, Morocco, 

Argentina, or India and wrote a first-person 

point-of-view based on notes from the film. 

This helped them understand how a country's 

geography impacted children across the world 

in getting an education. We're currently 

working on an essay regarding cultures' values 

toward touching and eye contact based on an 

article looking at other countries' norms. The 

students are learning to outline notes for pre-

writing essays. We will be reading more fiction 

stories soon to focus on the plot curve and 

figurative language. It's been a pleasure getting 

to know this fine group of young minds! Ms. 

Whitt teaches the Geography section of the IH 

7 program and is excited to be back with the 

program after being away  for a year.  She has 

been teaching at Metz for 24 years and has 

received her masters from George Mason and 

her GT endorsement from James Madison.  

 

Integrated Humanities 8th 

My name is Frances Garcia and I am the 

English half of the IH 8 program. I am a George 

Mason graduate (go Patriots!) and this is my 

fifth year teaching here at Metz. As the IH 

English teacher, my goal is take what students 

are learning in Civics and Economics and dive 

deeper into those topics through the lens of 

literature and current events. So far this unit we 

focused on the Civics essential question - what 

does it mean to be a citizen? We read poems, 

short stories, essays, and personal narratives 

addressing this theme, and simultaneously 

discussed the various elements of literature 

such as plot, tone, word choice, setting, and 

conflict.  As we start our mini-writing unit, we 

will begin synthesizing all of our ideas about 

citizenship into a culminating document-based 

essay, similar to what  students  will  see on an  
 

 



    571-377-6074             Manassas City Public Schools Gifted & Talented Program         chartt@mcpsva.org       
 

 

 

Metz Update (continued) 

 AP exam. At the same time, we are starting to 

address the second Civics essential question - what 

are the rights and duties of a citizen? We are 

looking at this question through the lens of the 

book, Farewell to Manzanar, a novel about the 

Japanese internment camps during World War II. 

Ms. Whitt also teaches the Civics and Economics 

half of the IH 8 program and is excited for the 

collaboration with connecting the content of civics 

with the English curriculum. 

Integrated Math and Science 7th  
Ms. Hancey teaches Honors Physical 

Sciences.  Ms. Hancey has taught gifted children 

for the last five years in Fairfax County, 

particularly in mathematics.  She has coached two 

World teams in FIRST Lego League (robotics) and 

Odyssey of the Mind.  Additionally she has 

volunteered as event supervisor for Science 

Olympiad.  Ms. Hancey has a bachelor’s degree 

with honors in chemistry and biochemistry from 

Virginia Tech.  Ms. Hancey spent six years 

researching enzymology as a doctoral candidate in 

biological chemistry at Penn State University in 

collaboration with Stanford University and the 

National Institutes of Health.  Ms.  Hancey is a 

product of Manassas City Schools and is looking 

to give back to the place that laid her educational 

foundation.  In Honors Physical Sciences, we 

finished the units on scientific investigations along 

with approaches to data analysis and data 

reporting.  The students have been actively 

engaged in many experiments and have formally 

recorded their results with interpretation in their 

laboratory notebooks.  We are now embarking on 

chemistry by discussing matter and the atomic 

theory as our next unit. 

Mr. Newman teaches the Algebra 1 portion 

of IMS 7 and has done so for the past 8 years.  He 

also received his K-12 Gifted Endorsement 

through James Madison University in the summer 

of 2017.   In  IMS  Algebra 1,  the   students  have  

 

 

explored scientific notation by looking at 

census data from the United States and are 

about to begin solving various types of 

equations which will help prepare them for 

balancing chemical equations coming up soon 

in physical science. 

Integrated Math and Science 8th 
Mr. Newman also teaches the Honors 

Geometry portion of IMS 8 and has done so for 

the past 8 years.  Students are currently using 

advertisements to write logic statements and 

create their own advertisement for a fictitious 

business using deductive reasoning.  Later in 

this current unit of study, students will be using 

principles from right triangle trigonometry to 

measure the height of objects.  Students will 

participate in the AMC 8 (a timed multiple 

choice exam that focuses on problem solving) 

at the Governor’s School @ Innovation Park in 

November. 

 

Meet Our New GT IA    

Hello! My name is Bre’Ana Bryant and I am 

the new GT Instructional Assistant for the 

Manassas division.  I am a George Mason 

University graduate who is currently studying 

to receive licensure in Secondary Education 

and Teaching English as a Second Language.  I 

assist Mrs. Whitt, the Lead GT Instructor, at 

Metz Middle School and I am enjoying getting 

to know all of the amazing GT students in her 

classes. I have become the K-Pop Club sponsor 

at Metz as well.  I look forward to getting to 

know the many students in the Gifted and 

Talented program and working with the 

wonderful GT faculty and staff. 

 

 

 


